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From Your Presidentrace Gallagher

| hope everyone is “thawing”
out from this one of a kind
Richmond winter.

It has been exciting and beauti
and a lot ofit! When thinking of
long winters and wishing for &
early spring,l think of all the long
hours and hard work that t
families and st of St. Bridget pu
into plannng and caring for oL
children. 1 am personally ¢
appreciative of the wonderf

work tirelessly to make su
everything runs smoothly.

| am very much looking forwar

for all of you to participate iThe

Bulldog Blast. This is going to be
a very exciting and fun day for tl

whole family. Thank you so muc

to Meg Cury, Page Berling, Becl

Gleberman, Lindsay Doyle,

and Laura D’Ascoli, along

with their committees, for

the hard work that has

people serving on the PTO Board, peen put into this

and all the chairs of our gre
events and their committees who

fabulous day!

A QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER OF ST. BRIDGET SCHOOL PTO

The staff at St. Bridget's may want
to start training for the run because
| hear rumors of a dunking booth!

Have a safe and warm rest of the
winter — spring is right around the
corner!

Grace Gallagher



An Interview with Mrs. Charlene Bechely

| was born and raised in Chicago,
lllinois. | have two adult children,

Kate (29) who lives and is
employed as a social worker in
London, England, and Joe (31)
who lives and works for First Data

in Atlanta, Georgia. My husband,
Joe, recently retired from the
Army after 36 years of service. It
was his military career that
brought us to Richmond. My Dad
and sister live in Chicago, and we
try to visit them at least once a
month.

How long have you been at St.
Bridget School?

This is my 12th year as a member of
the faculty and staff of St. Bridget
School. For the first two years, | was
a fifth grade teacher, and for the last

ten years, | have been the Assistant

Principal and Algebra | teacher.

Tell us your favorite thing about

SBS.

My favorite thing about SBS is the

students—hands down! They put a
smile on my face each day, and they
are the reason | come to work every
morning. | am proud of the program

we offer at our school, and | am

proud of the daily accomplishments
of our students. They work hard at
their academics, they are faith-filled

children of God, and they are always
polite and respectful.

What was your favorite vacation?

My favorite vacation was a trip my
husband and | took to Europe to visit
our daughter in London. While we
were there, we spent three weeks
traveling to Ireland, France, and
Italy. | would like my next trip to be
a cruise to the Greek Islands.

What are your hobbies?
| love to read and travel to visit my
family.

What is your favorite food?
My favorite food is Italian.

What are three things students
would be surprised to know about
you?

| am a faithful Chicago Bears fan—
win or lose (and we mostly lose but
maybe next year. . .!)

| use a great deal of “Bechelyisms”
when | teach Algebra—methods and
processes that you will not find in
any Algebra book, but creative ways
that help students remember
important concepts.

| absolutely love my two dogs!

How long have you taught and

been Assistant Principal?

This is my 28th year in education.
The last 10 of them have been spent
as the Assistant Principal and
included teaching Algebra | to eighth
graders for high school credit.

What are your responsibilities as

an Assistant Principal?

| have a number of responsibilities as
the Assistant Principal. To name a
few, | am responsible for scheduling

resource classes for all grades, as

well as scheduling academic,

elective, and exploratory courses for
middle school students; ordering all

books and curriculum supplies;

coordinating all of the high school

applications; interviewing and testing

all new admissions in grades 4-8;
supervising the planning of the

middle school retreat program; and
planning and coordinating all of the

8th grade end of the year activities. |
also assist Mr. Honeycutt with

resolving discipline issues, revising

the calendar and handbook, meetings
with parents and teachers, and many
other day-to-day operations.

Why do you enjoy teaching at the
middle school level?

I love working with middle school
age students! At times, they really
are “caught in the middle”—not quite
children and definitely not quite yet
adults. They need teachers to meet
them where they are and move them
forward as they continue their
journey into adulthood. We who
know and love the middle school
students also know that we may not
be the ones to see how that journey
ends in a success story, but we do
know that we had a little part in
making that happen! The middle
school student is fun to be with, at
times unpredictable, and in most of
my experiences, willing and eager to
please. | love when our former
graduates stop by to visit, and we get
a chance to see all of the growth and
development that took place after
they left our care. It is rewarding to
know that we contributed to that
process.




VOLUNTEER
SPOTLIGHT

Thank you so much tderin
Kuhla, Erin Firment, and
Mary Omberg for all the
thoughtful
appreciating our staff durir
Teacher Appreciation Wee
They worked likelittle elves
quietly coming and going ar
leaving behind all kinds ¢
delicious food and speci
gifts. The staff of St. Bridget’
could not thank you all enou
for what you did and it mac
their week very specie
Especially having the pare
volunteerstake over lunch an
recess duty. Our teachers g
so much of their time, energ
and love to our students that
nice to give back a little!

Thank you also toBecky
Gleberman, Margaret
Hilldrup, and the Room
Parentsfor organizing the

(continued on page 5)

work put into

Girls’ nght OUt:Thursday, November 19th

Mother Presentation Hall was transformed into a hol iday
shopping experience where even Mr. Honeycutt was ab le to
find something fun! Thanks to all who came out to enjoy the
night, Girls’ Night Out raised over $5700 for the s chool.

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

IN-KIND: Tommy’s Garden, Katie Humphries, Susan Farmer,
Corynne Arnett, Molly McEvoy, Richard Martin, JoRarpin
TWELVE DOLCE DRUMMERS ($5) Laura Hogan, Jessica
Peacock, Christine Wampler

ELEVEN MIKIMOTO PEARLS ($10) Melanie DavisAmy de
Venoge, Margaret Hilldrup, Jackie Moore, Maryannuiion,
Linda Stockel, Lisa Tripodi, Pam Wachtel

TEN LORDS AND TAYLORS ($15) Susan Aprahamian

NINE LADIES SHOPPING ($20) Lindsay Doyle, Pilar Moore
SEVEN SWAROVSKI SWANS ($30) Lynn Eopollo

FIVE GOLD AND DIAMOND RINGS ($40) Laura D'Ascoli, Liza
Wallace

THREE FRENCH COUTURE HENS ($50) Kelley Fleckenstein,
Shannon Garbett, Jane Sheema

TWO ST. BRIDGET'S DOVES ($55) Erin Kuhla

AND A PARTRIDGE WITH A PRADA PURSE ($65) Brooke Bell,
Becky Gleberman, Katherine Whitehead

THANK YOuU!!!

Corynne Arnett, Jennifer Dortch, Erin Kuhla

Brooke Bell, Ginna Bower, Melanie
Davis, Michelle Ferguson, Donna Gates,
Becky Gleberman, Jaime Hoyle, Susan

Knutson, Molly McEvoy, Nina Patton,
Kathryn Rust, Emily Smith, Pam Wachtel,
Liza Wallace, Mary Walker, Christine
Wampler, Maria Washington, Katherine
Whitehead




The Bulldog Blast:

Come out to run and have some fun!

Two of the St. Bridget's most popular ever
Springtacular and the Bulldog Run have been condbio
create th010 Bulldog Blast OnSaturday, May 1stthe
Bulldog Blast will begin with a 5K run/wallat 8:00 am
followed by an incredible carnival at 9:00 amith
fabulous games, a dunk tank, talent show, and n#dre.
events will end at 1:00 pm. Please mark your cienas
we look forward to celebrating the St. Bridge
Community with an exciting new annual event t

promotes health and fitness inside
outside the community.

Look for your invitation in the comin Sponsorships will be available at a $:
weeks as well as an opportunity level, $500 level, $1@0 level, anc
participate in the fun of this exciting fami $2000 level. With any sponsorship gif

event by becoming a sponsorWe are

ied t B h you will receive recognition at tf
excited to announce Bon Sers has

Bulldog Blast, on the website, and

donated $5000 as a corporate sponsor! printed communication that will be
distributed © the entire schoc
community.

As in years past, none of this is possible

without your support and volunteer time. Look
information on those opportunities soon as wel
details on “St. Bridget’s Got Talent!”

The Bulldog Blast chairs for 2010, Becky Glebern
Laura D’Ascoli, Lindsay Doyle, Meg Cury, and Page
Berling, wish to extend our greatest appreciatmrefl
the support the families and community provideh®
success of this and other events. More informatio
the event will soon be available
https://saintbridget.ejoinme.org/BulldogBlast Thank
you in advance for your support of St. Bridget Sitho

Build community among SBS families with an event t he entire family can enjoy.
Raise funds in support of SBS technology and resou rces.

Celebrate health and fitness both within and outsi de of our school community.
Lay the foundation for a long -term annual event that celebrates community.




VOLUNTEER
SPOTLIGHT

(continued from page 3)

dinners for the faculty. Thank
you especially to all of you wk
brought in food for the dinners!

It is another great example

everyone working together

give back to the people wt
keep the school running! W
are so lucky to have so the
wonderful volunteers who put
lot of thought into what they c
and are always willing to ste

up and they do it with a smile!

PTO Financial Overvie

2009-2010

INCOME Budget. Actual Feb YTD_
PTO Dues $ 30,100 $ 30,100
Used Uniforms 400 1,192
River Roast 2009 40,000 39,428
Girl's Night Out 4,000 5,766
Advent Wreaths 500 843
Bull Dog Blast 11,500 (691)
Net Fundraisers $ 56,400 $ 46,538
Interest 500 71
Total Income $ 87000 $ 76,709
EXPENSES

Teacher Start-ups $ 6,800 3,400
Teacher Benefits 4500 $ 2,540
TAW 500 581
Teacher Education Fund 2,000 497
Christmas Purse Donation 2,500 2,500
Faculty Support $ 16,300 $ 9,518
Parent/Student Socials 1,000 138
PTO Business Expenses 250 2,553
Cultural Events at School 2,000 695

Technology 30,000

Capital Improvement 35,000

Total Expense $ 84550 $ 12,904

NET PROCEEDS

@

2450 $ 63,805

This year's Teacher s’ Appreciation Week kicked off with a
special present for our teachers and staff - a SNOW  day!
Everyone enjoyed a little glimpse of spring when th ey arrived
on Tuesday with beautiful flowers donated by

. During the shortened week, the PTO made sure our
teachers and staff were fed well with delicious piz ~ za and salad
from Rudino's, homemade snacks and treats from our parents,

amazing take home lasagna dinners, and a hot breakf ast on
Friday. Before they left for the weekend, each tea cher and

staff member received a small token of the sincere
each of our families has for the daily passion and
given to our children. Thank you to all of the vol
helped make our staff feel special in so many ways
week.

gratitude
dedication
unteers who
during the

5



CONTACT
INFORMATION

PTO
Board

PTO
Fundraising
Events and
Projects

Executive Board

President Grace Gallagher
Vice President  Karen Perrine
Treasurer Pilar Moore
Secretary Margaret Hilldrup
Teacher Rep Cathy Sickinger
Principal Ray Honeycutt

Board Members

Arnett, Corynne
Davis, Kim
DeSouza, Catherine
Dortch, Jennifer
Firment, Erin
Gallagher, Grace
Gleberman, Becky
Hilldrup, Margaret
Kuhla, Erin
LaFratta, Carla
Marcus, Tracy
Moore, Pilar
Omberg, Mary
Perrine, Karen
Stockel, Lind;

355-4742
739-1596
614-5526
288-6204
754-1330
308-9287
282-5499
935-3978
741-3311
254-9180
784-4044
360-7151
288-4344
282-8624

55(-495¢

PTO Fundraising Events

River Roast (Oct. 3)
Catherine DeSouza (Chair)
Jessica Peacock (Chair)

Girls’ Night Out (Nov. 19)
Jennifer Dortch (Chair)
Erin Kuhla (Chair)
Corynne Arnett (Chair)

Bulldog Blast (May 1)
Becky Gleberman (Chair)
Laura D’Ascoli (Chair)
Lindsay Doyle (Chair)
Meg Cury (Chair)

Page Berling (Chair)

614-5526

288-6204
741-3311
355-4742

282-5499

PTO Fundraising Projects

Advent Wreaths
Kim Davis

Used Uniforms
Linda Stockel
Karen Perrine

739-1596

550-4956
282-8624

308-9287
282-8624
360-7151
935-3978
288-1994
288-1994

gracehgallagher@msn.com
richmondperrines@ commueeatst
pilar.moore@verizon.net
mhilldrup@verizon.net
csickinger@saintbridggt.o
rhoneycutt@saintbridget.org

arnettfamily4@verizon.net
kdavis@duanehauck.com
larrydesouza@comcast.ne
thedortches@verizon.net
firment@comcast.net
gracehgallagher@msn.com
igleberman@mac.com
mhilldrup@verizon.net
kuhla@att.net
lalatta@comcast.net
tracy.marcus@comcast.com
pilar.moore@verizon.net
rmomberg@comcast.net
richmondperrines@comcdst.ne
lindastcckel@aol.cor

larrydesouza@ashmet

thedortches@verizet
kuhla@att.net
arnettfamily4 @verinet

igleberman@mac.com

kdavis@duanehauck.com

lindastockel@aol.com
richmondperrines@comcast.net



