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From Your Presidentrace Gallagher There are many ways you can

participate. Whether through volunteer
time, sponsorships, enjoying our many

Hello and welcome back to | would like to take time to thank fun fundraising events, and mostly
school! What an exc iting and Virginia Gerloff for her direction last your prayers for St. Bridget, its
much anticipated opening of the year as PTO President. We certainly families, and faculty.

school year! accomplished a lot under her kind

leadership. Through your support, the Our first fundraiser, the River Roast, is
The school welcomed our children PTO contributed $80,000.00 to the coming up October 3rd and is
back with updated bathrooms, fresh Capital Campaign and $40,000.00 to guaranteed to be a fabulous time for
new paint, new heating and air — no technology updates, which helped the all.
more sweating on one side of the school become SmartBoard ready and (continued — page 4)
building and frigid on the other — were the backbone for increased
technology updates, and not to internet speed and wireless acc
mention those beautiful new windows. Because of these updates our middle
We have the infrastructure and a schoolers will no longer have to
supportive faculty that will teach our stand on their heads in just the
children and guide them with faith so right corner to find a connection.
that there will always be windows o _
open for them to embrace the world | look forward to joining up with each

with the solid foundation that St. ©Of you as we strive to continue the
Bridget has offered them. faith-filled educational journey for our

children. St. Bridget has a lot to offer,
and we can do even more!



Welcome Mr. Honeycut

An Interview with St. Bridget's
New Principal

On Book Day, there was a new
sight and sound at St. Bridget
School. No, it wasn’'t the whoosh
of the new air conditioning system
or the shine of the new paint. It

was the bright smile and
welcoming laugh of Mr. Ray
Honeycutt! Mr. Honeycutt comes

to us from a successful career in
Henrico County public schools and

Explore and discuss the latest
research on learning/teaching models
and determine which are good fits
for St. Bridget School.

Continue to offer a rigorous
academic course of studies in a faith-
rich environment.

Q: What challenges do you see?
A: Keeping Catholic education
affordable and vibrant in difficult
economic times.

Engaging all stakeholders.

There really arent too mar

challenges, | would rather think of
challenges as “opportunities”.

Q: What inspired you

and most  recently
Virginia Commonwealth
University. We asked
him a few questions to
get to know him.

Q: What attracted you
to Saint Bridget?

A: The tradition of
excellence.

The reputation the school
has in the greater
Richmond community.

The opportunity to be a

to pursue a career in
education?

A: | am not sure it was
one specific thing or
person. | enjoy learning
new things so | think that
is a natural segue to
teaching.

| can certainly think of
some special teachers in
my life who had a
positive influence on me
and | strongly believe in
the “pay it forward” way
of living.

part of its future growth.

The strong parental,
pastoral support.

parish, and

Q: What are your goals for the
school?

A: My first goal is to learn about
the current strengths, wants, and
needs of the school. This will
involve observation, conversation,
and reviewing short and long-term
goals that already exist.

Q: What are three things that we
would be surprised to learn about
you?

A:

1. I grew up on a dairy farm.

2. | changed my college major
7 times before finding m
calling! (Still finished in
four years without summer
school).

3. Only my closest friends
know that | am a die-hard
Hokie fan!




NEW FACES TAKING US GREAT PLACES
MEET OUR NEW TEACHERS AND AIDES!

Emily Tretiak
KB Aide

| was born in Snellville, GA
and moved to Richmond
shortly after. | actually
went to St. Bridget and
graduated from Freeman
High School. | graduated
from Virginia Tech...Go
Hokies! My parents still
live in Richmond and get a
huge kick out of me being
back at my alma mater. |
have 3 sisters, 2 nieces,
and a fabulous fiance. We
are getting married next
fall!
Favorite Book
too many to name!

Favorite Movies

Sleepless in Seattle, You've Got

Mail, and Father of the Bride.

Favorite Hobbies
I love to cook, travel, and run.

Fun Facts
Before moving back to
Richmond after college, |

worked for a fashion magazine
in New York City. Last year, |
taught a class of two year olds
at a local preschool which was
what jumpstarted me into
education. After college
graduation, | got the chance to
bike through Italy/Tuscany - it
was amazing!

Katherine Johnson Kathy Praught

1B Teacher

lam a native Richmonder
and a St. Bridget alumna. |
went to Saint Gertrude
High School and then to
the University of Mary
Washington. | graduated
in 2006 with a BA in
English. I recently
completed the Teacher
Licensure Program at the
University of Richmond
and received my teaching
license. | am not married,
but | do have a cat named
Gloria.

Favorite Book
The Ramona Quimby books

Angela’s Ashedy Frank
McCourt

Favorite Movie
Disney version of Robin Hood
(the one with the foxes) and
Atonement

Favorite Hobbies
Hiking and camping

Fun Facts

| studied abroad in Bath,
England during my junior year of
college. | currently play on a
wiffleball team, and over the
summer, | played on a kickball
team.

WELCOME TO

ST. BRIDGET!

1B Aide

| was born in Charlotte,
North Carolina. | have
lived in Richmond for 43
years and grew up in Bon
Air. | worked for ten years
as a dental assistant where
I met my husband Ray. We
have been married for 22
years and have three
children. Our oldest son,
Michael, is in his fourth
year at UVA. Our son,
Bryce, just started his
second year at JMU. Our
daughter, Mary, is an 8th
grader here at St. Bridget.

Favorite Book
Mysteries

Favorite Movie
The Color Purple

Favorite Hobbies
Spending time with my family,

Erin White
6B Teacher

| grew up in Overland Park,
Kansas. | went to Purdue
University. | have a
younger sister who goes
to University of Arkansas
and a brother who is a
senior in high school. |
also have two fish named
Shrek and Donkey.

Favorite Book
The Once and Future Kirgy

T.H. White and the entire Series

of Unfortunate Events

Favorite Movie
Ratatouille

Favorite Hobbies
| love anything health and
fitness related.

Fun Facts

I love to go fishing and boating

going to the mountains and which I do every summer with

hiking. Cooking  together.

Helping others and volunteering

with Meals on Wheels,

Freedom House and St. Bridget

Funeral Ministry.

Fun Facts

| worked for four years as a Pre-
K aide at St. Mary's School. |
am excited to be here and look
forward to getting to know and
working with  the  children.

my entire family in Kentucky.
Halloween is my absolute
FAVORITE holiday!




From Your President:
(continued from page 1)

Thank you for all each of you do
for the school. Please feel free to
contact me if you have any
guestions with regard to PTO. We
have a very special place here at
St. Bridget and it is you, the
families of St. Bridget that makes
it so very special and quite
unique.

Last but not least, we want to
extend a warm welcome to our
new principal, Ray Honeycutt
We look forward to getting to
know you and are excited that you
are here.

See you all at Back to School
Night!

Volunteer OpportunitieShis quarter:

A big thank you to all new and returning voluntegrso signed up on
Book Day, at Kindergarten/New Parent Night or ottee summer! We
have forwarded your names to the chairs of thos® BV¥ents. We truly
appreciate the dedicated volunteers who come bach gear looking for
new volunteer opportunities. Your experience atsarool and history on
various committees is so valuable! We also welcathéhe new parents
who have already signed up. Your fresh ideas anthusiasm are
priceless! Volunteering is the BEST way to meéeofparents!

Stay-at-home moms?

Did your youngest child just enter Kindergarterstigear?!! Wipe away

those tears and then jump on board! We'd love @awehyou join a
committee this year! Girls’ Night Out and Springi&r committees are
now forming. It's a great way to meet more peopleontact one of the
chairs (see p. 9) for more information.

Working parents?

Do you have professional skills that you'd be wifjito share with one of
our fundraising committees?  Artistic, marketing graphic design
experience, project management and sales experianeejust some
examples. Design or computer work could be domenfthome and
emailed or sent in with your child. No meetingzessary!

Small children still at home?

If making committee meetings is out of the questioth the nap schedule
of your infant or energy level of your toddler.avhh about handling the
advertising for one of our fundraisers from home®e have other
computer work, emailing, cutting or assembly jobs.

Many hands make light work! Please
contact one of the committee chairs or a PTO Board
member if you can help!

RUNNING TOGETHER!

The PTO is thrilled to announce that this year the
Springtacular Carnival and Bulldog Run will be a

combined event. Save the date for running and
gaming, . This fundraiser
should be twice as nice!



able to fund $40,000 of
improvements to school
technology this summer.

The funds were used to the get the
school Smartboard ready and to bring
the existing system up to date for the use
of many new software and hardware
innovations. These technology updates
were the backbone for increased internet
speed and access and provided new
software and improved functionality for
all school computer systems. Six new
computers were also purchased to
replace teacher machines that no longer
worked.

sponsorships and tickets online, and
more efficiently track our results.

As a parent you may be wondering how
this product will help you. Have you
ever stuck an envelope in your son or
daughter's backpack with a check and
worried whether it would ever make it to
us? With Auctionpay, you no longer
need to write a check, find an envelope,
or hope your child remembers to get it to
their teacher. Auctionpay allows you to
sponsor an event, make a donation, and
order your tickets all in one easy step.
And, you can pay with your credit or
debit card.

PTO 2009-2010
FINANCIAL INCOME Budget. Actual Sept YTD_
OVERVIEW st nitoms PP i
River Roast 2009 40,000 17,125
Girl's Night Out 4,000 1,155
Advent Wreaths 500 -
Bull Dog Run 1,500
Springtacular 2010 10,000
Net Fundraisers $ 56,400 $ 19422
Interest 500 3
Total Income $ 87,000 $ 49,525
EXPENSES
Teacher Start-ups $ 6,800
Teacher Benefits 4500 $ 637
TAW 500
Teacher Education Fund 2,000
Christmas Purse Donation 2,500 -
Faculty Support $ 16,300 $ 637
Parent/Student Socials 1,000 87
School Benefits -
PTO Business Expenses 250
Cultural Events at School 2,000
Technology 30,000
Capital Improvement 35,000
Total Expense $ 84550 $ 724
NET PROCEEDS $ 2450 $ 48,801
TEC H N O LOGY AU CTI O N If you haven't ordered your River Roast
tickets, it is as simple as going to the St.
U P DAT ES Bridget school homepage,
PAY http://www.saintbridget.org/. On this
page you will see a large heading to the
right of the picture slideshow titled News
& Announcements. Click on the link to
River Roast Reservations directly below
and you are all set to easily purchase your
tickets safely and securely online. You
will instantly get a receipt and a follow-
Through the generous up email. No worrying if it made it
donations of St. Bridget Auctionpay is a complete web safely to school. This system also
families who loyally application that allows us to manage all automatically generates Thank You
supported PTO fundraisers aspects of an event. We can advertise theletters and tax deduction receipts for all
last year, the PTO was event through a web site, sell of your kind donations.

For the volunteers supporting the event,
the online registration and payments
feature will greatly simplify the work and
accounting  associated  with  your
contributions. Want to make a donation,
find out the event location, or add it to
your Facebook account for all your
friends to see? You can do all of this by
accessing the event website. If you
prefer, you can still write a check and
send it in to the office, but we believe
you'll really like the new registration
system through Auctionpay. It will
simplify your life, and ours!



VOLUNTEER
SPOTLIGHT

Thank you especially to the many

parents who came to help check bookd
back in and clean desks. Without you,
we never could have done it. It is

always amazing how our families step

up and help out whenever it is asked.
Thank you! Thank you!

Thank you toErin Kuhla andGrace
Gallagher for providing sweets and
punch to all of our new parents at the
New Parent Meeting. Parents felt very
welcomed by this added treat.

Thank you to Erin Firment for
helping Grace Gallagher provide the
staff breakfast on their first day back.
Tracy Marcus and Karen Perrine
also provided a delicious lunch for
them that was greatly appreciated.

Thank you to all of you that worked
Book Day especially toLinda
Stockel and Karen Perrine and their
volunteers with the used uniforms.
They took a really big job and ran it
quite smoothly!

Bulldog Boutiqu

ORDER YOUR ST. BRIDGET SCHOOL SPIRITWEAR ON THE
THIRD TUESDAY OF EVERY MONTH

Just four short years ago, three St.
Bridget moms wanted to help raise
money for the school, but didn't
know  how. After  many
conversations  together, they
decided to open a shop that sold
clothing and other accessories
which allowed students to show
their school spirit. Today, the
Bulldog Boutique is a successful
fundraiser that continues to grow
each year.

If you haven’t ordered anything
this year, it is not too late. Come
check out the wide selection of
clothing and accessories for you
and your family — some which
include our new loga  The
Bulldog Boutique will be outside
on the blacktop every third
Tuesday of each month before
carpool pick-up.

Thanks for your support and we
look forward to another year of
continued success!

Thank you to
JENNIFER DORTCH
for spearheading the Bulldog Boutique
these past four years!

Thank you, thank you, thank you for the many long
hours each of you spent preparing the school for

renovations and the many, many, many, many,
many long hours each of you spent preparing for
Book Day and the start of school. Your hard work
did not go unnoticed. We sincerely appreciate your
dedication. The school looks fresh, clean, and
organized. YOU ARE THE BEST!!



River Roas

October 3rd
Please join us at the school’s
largest fundraising event on

Saturday, October 3rd from 6:00-
11:00 for a casual evening under
the stars.

This year’s event will be held at the
home of St. Bridget parishioner’s
Tiff and Kelly Armstrong . Their
beautiful home is located #8701
River Road, just east of the Roslyn-
Virginia Diocesan Center. After a
scenic drive up to the Armstrong’s
home, you will be greeted byalet
parking and ushered through the
courtyard and out onto the patio, all
the while taking in the festive
ambience and breathtaking pastoral
views that surround you.

This year we will be dining on some
mouthwatering treats by Hunt
Country Cuisine, including: Jack
Daniels Marinated Beef Tenderloin,
a Chicken Quesadilla station, Shrimp
station, and their famous Sweet
Potato Ham Biscuits.

This year's silent auction will
include many amazing items such as
a Carytown Basket, Portrait
packages, and a beautiful necklace
from Beverly Hills Jewelers, and will

THANK YOou!l

Jessica Peacock, Catherine DeSouza
Kim Davis, Lee Dolan, Maryann Moulton
Kara Hart, Kelly O’'Toole

Maria Morrison, Randi Piascik

Kelley Lear

Jackie Moore

Becky Gleberman, Susan Aprahamian
Nina Patton, Melanie Davis

Carla LaFratta, Selena Sanderson
Kathy Alcaine

last from 6:00-9:30 pm. We also Back by popular demand is the

have our fabulous
a sporting enthusiast
Improve your hunting
skills, or crave relaxation

on a white sandy beach,
these packages are sure

live auction,
starting at 8:00 pm. Whether you are ticket, or 3 for $100.

Tuition Raffle. Tickets are $40 per
The raffle
looking to winner will receive one vear of fre

tuition or $3,000. You

do not have to be present
to win, so grandparents
or other family members

to please. You can are welcome to
cheqk out all of our participate and specify
auction packages and which  student  will

purchase tickets for the

event online.

This year’s entertainmenthe Good
is sure to get

Humor Band,
everyone out on the

Many of you will remember them as
a major part of the Richmond music

scene in the 1970’s and

receive the tuition.

The 2009 River Roast Committe
looks forward to sharing this
wonderful night with all of you
Thanks to all of our wonderful
sponsors and donors! Your support
is crucial to enriching our children’s
lives!

dance flo

1980’s.




PTO
ACTIVITIES

PTO Activities

Explanation

Board Contacts for 2009- 2010

Advent Wreaths

Coordinate selling Advent Wreath kits to school ahdrch
community, organize volunteers.

Kim Davis

Book Day PTO Table

Welcome people, answer any questions, have sigmesgts
for getting involved in PTO fundraisers.

Grace Gallagher

BTS New Parent

Welcome new and kindergarten families, provide

Grace Gallagher, Karen Perrine

Meeting refreshments, answer questions.
BTS Teacher Work Provide a welcome back breakfast and lunch forheacthe Grace Gallagher, Karen Perrine,
Week first Monday they come back in August. Erin Firment, Tracy Marcus

Catholic Schools Week
Open House (Jan)

Set up a table in MPH with refreshments to welcome
potential and current families touring the school.

Grace Gallagher, Karen Perrine

Cultural Programs

Select and hire performers who provide educational
cultural assemblies two times per year.

Linda Stockel, Jen Dortch

Dinners During
Conferences
(November only)

Provide a buffet style dinner for the teachersh&y ttan eat
as they have time between school dismissal and thei
afternoon/evening conferences.

Mary Omberg, Tracy Marcus, Kim Davis,

Photography

Solicit & collect photos from parents for use iragieook,
website, annual report, PTO Press, etc.

Corynne Arnett, Kim Davis

PTO Newsletter

Put together a quarterly newsletter to communiaéttie
families, teachers, faculty, and staff.

Corynne Arnett (Editor), Grace Gallagher,
Margaret Hilldrup, Linda Stockel

PTO Rep: Box Tops
Labels (Development

Liaison between Box Tops Chair and PTO Board - helj
communicate method of ordering, contests, etcs jpds to

(Development Office)

Office) PTO News editor.
PTO Rep: Bulldog Liaison between Bulldog Boutique Chair and PTO Boar
Boutique help communicate method of ordering, contests, pss Jennifer Dortch

info to PTO News editor.

PTO Rep: Fundraiser

Liaison between fundraiser chairs and the PTO Bogake a
role on the committee (do not have to chair). Repor
committee progress at board meetings.

River Roast (Catherine DeSouza, Carla LaFratta
GNO (Jennifer Dortch, Corynne Arnett,
Erin Kuhla), Bulldog Run (Carla LaFratta),
Springtacular (Becky Gleberman)

Room Parents

Arrange meeting with all room parents, hold Segetimg,
and communicate to group throughout the year adatke

Margaret Hilldrup, Becky Gleberman

TAW Teacher Oversee the collection of the dinners, teacheusde treats, . -
. . o . . Erin Kuhla, Erin Firment, Mary Omberg,
Appreciation Week gift certificates or surprises and coordinate Beckv Gleberman. Maraaret Hilldru
(Jan) cafeteria/playground coverage for the week. y ' 9 P

Used Uniforms

Collection of used uniforms, wash them, price & #am on
Book Day and as needed during year.

Linda Stockel, Karen Perrine

Volunteers
Appreciation

Coordinate a thank you breakfast or party for aeywho has

volunteered this year.

Carla LaFratta, Catherine DeSouza

SAVE THE DATE...

RIVER ROAST | Saturday, October 3rd

GIRLS’ NIGHT OUT | Thursday, November 19th

BULLDOG RUN AND SPRINGTACULAR

| Saturday, May 1st



CONTACT

INFORMATION

PTO
Board

PTO

Executive Board

President Grace Gallagher
Vice President  Karen Perrine
Treasurer Pilar Moore
Secretary Margaret Hilldrup
Teacher Rep Cathy Sickinger
Principal Ray Honeycutt

Board Members

Arnett, Corynne
Davis, Kim
DeSouza, Catherine
Dortch, Jennifer
Firment, Erin
Gallagher, Grace
Gleberman, Becky
Hilldrup, Margaret
Kuhla, Erin
LaFratta, Carla
Marcus, Tracy
Moore, Pilar
Omberg, Mary
Perrine, Karen
Stockel, Lind;

355-4742
739-1596
614-5526
288-6204
754-1330
308-9287
282-5499
935-3978
741-3311
254-9280
784-4044
360-7151
288-4344
282-8624

55(-495¢

308-9287
282-8624
360-7151
935-3978
288-1994
288-1994

gracehgallagher@msn.com
richmondperrines@ commueeatst
pilar.moore@verizon.net
mhilldrup@verizon.net
csickinger@saintbridggt.o
rhoneycutt@saintbridget.org

arnettfamily@comcast.net
kdavis@duanehauck.com
larrydesouza@comcast.ne
thedortches@verizon.net
firment@comcast.net
gracehgallagher@msn.com
igleberman@mac.com
mhilldrup@verizon.net
kuhla@att.net
lalatta@comcast.net
tracy.marcus@comcast.com
pilar.moore@comcast.net
rmomberg@comcast.net
richmondperrines@comcdst.ne
lindastockel@aol.co

PTO Fundraising Events

River Roast (Oct. 3)

Fundraising
Events and

Projects

Catherine DeSouza (Chair)
Jessica Peacock (Chair)

Girls’ Night Out (Nov. 20)
Jennifer Dortch (Chair)
Erin Kuhla (Chair)
Corynne Arnett (Chair)

Springtacular (May 1)
Becky Gleberman (Chair)
Laura D’Ascoli (Chair)
Lindsay Doyle (Chair)

Bulldog Run (May 1)
Meg Cury (Chair)
Page Berling (Chair)

614-5526

288-6204
741-3311
355-4742

282-5499

PTO Fundraising Projects

Advent Wreaths
Kim Davis

Used Uniforms
Linda Stockel
Karen Perrine

739-1596

550-4956
282-8624

larrydesouza@astmet

thedortches@verizet
kuhla@att.net
arnettfamily@contceaes

igleberman@mac.com

kdavis@duanehauck.com

lindastockel@aol.com
richmondperrines@comcast.net 9



